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The cartoon on the cover was

drawn by Dave Wood in 1954,
and stencilled by me in 1960.
(Pen minutes ago, if you
really want to know.) The
original caption was left off

and the caption put on insteafiface it,

was tho only one that camc
to mind.

You nearly didn't get this issus of FRINGE.

In the first place, you nearly got something
completely different in its place. I had another meg-
azine planned. I% was going to be B-I-G; much, much
bigger then this little, mouldy old FRINGE that you
¢nded up with. It was going to have a brilliant
cover; not brilliant, that is, in the sense of being
printed in fluorescent inks on silver foil, but of
immense significance and brilliantly executed - you
know the sort of thing. Inside of that thers wes
going to bc a page devoved to prose by me,presenting,
as it werc, with a2 modest bow, this incredible new
magazine Yo you. I was going to slave lovingly over
this dedicatory introduction, so that the finished
product would have been a masterpiece of balance,
poignant and piquant, ontrancing and exquisite; mnot a
bit likc this slapdash stuff you arc reading how.
Every wrd vould have told a story and echoed the
inner excellence of the magazine you would have been
holding breathlessly in your trembling hands. You
Just try this stuff for echo; all you'll got is a dull
thud.

It goes without saying that the contents would
have been sensational. I won't mention alli the int-
ended contributors by name for fear of overwhelming
you with an'embarras de riches'. In fact, I won't
mention any of the intended authors by nams. No,let's
didn't have any intended authors; there
Just isn't anybedy can write that good.
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If you don't like i%fp%r%ecth You see how fabulous it was going to be ?

at liberty to make up your
OWI,

You can then cither write it
on & piecc of paper and stick
it over my poor littlc capt-
ion that is so unwittingly
offensive to you, or even
scratch and mutilate my
defenceless little caption
until it is utterly obliter-
ated and annihilated (don's
let pity stop you from wiping
out this harmless little
caption if you feel so insat-—
iably vicious towards it)and
then substitute your own
caption,

Or you can just make the best
of it.

The illustrations don’t bear mention. They would
have been suck that Bernard Berenson, had he been
privileged to see them, would have spoken of in a
hushed whisper. That's all.

But I didn't have tims to get the magazine ready
for this mailing. It may be along next mailing.

Don't expect too much of it.
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The second reason you nearly didn't get this issue
of FRINGE is that I nearly didn't have time to do even
this much. 1In fact, to be perfectly truthful, it's
not even certain yet that you will get this issuc of
FRINGE; but if you find yourself reading ii, it will
be pretty safc to assume that it got donc and you got
ite I hopc you'rc right.
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For ons thing there was THE ASCENT OF NEXT TO NOTHING to get out; even
that isn't finished yet, but if you find it somewhere in the mailing, you will know
thaet made it too. (&nd .t just occurred to me that while *an% sports my actual
living-type addrcss, '1l4, Wéstgate' and whatnot, FRINGE shows my 'bulky post'
address of '40, Lakin Sireet' and whatnot. I trust you can ignore little discrep-
ancies like:'this; wait until I come up with come really worthwhile discrepancies
before you-take any notice. It will give you an air of inscrutability if nothing
else.) Then there was ROT No.4, which is now, happily, published ( anyone who hasn't
rcceived a topy anmd would like onc (it is not being distributed through FAPA) may
have onc upon application to the editor of this magazine, enclosing a written ass-
urance that the applicant is over 5%-months old and a Bonc Fide student; examples
of recent Bona Fides studied should be cnclosad).

And to make matters even more difficult, my FAPA mailing didn't arrive
until a fortnight later than usual, and then there was....

Well, skip i%; you got a skinny little FRINGE and that's all there is to
it. :
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Lbout that r-~azine ¥ merSioned back there; you romember, the one that
was going to makc ESQUIRE look like a hectocd hash by some herrendous hack - it
wasn't a complete pipe-dream.! As a matter of fact it wes very incomple*a, as you
mey have gathered, but that isn't what I mean). I do intend o put oub & new
magazine; the idea is “hnat 1% will circulate through both FAPA and OMP4. The
general part of the magazine ~ articles and so on - will be common ( though not-too
‘common, I hope) to bo%h editions; but the magazine will then do a sort of syzygy
or whatever that idea is that makes Ted Sturgeon so happy, splitting into separate
OlPi and Fu.PL editZons. These last will cortain mailing commenss and other matter
pertinent to the cne APA only. This way, it secms to me, a mors ambitious magazine
might be produced, as the combined circulation of FAPL a-d GIP4 should make it
worthwhile for outsidc contributors to - er - erm - contributs; yes, that's the
word I was looking for.

I know the idea isn't cexactly revolubionary, but once these notions take
a hold of me I go around shaking my head, in a happy daze, for come time., Will you
dig this crazy happy dazed hcad-shakor!
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Don't think I can't sec you sitting thore, biting ;our nails ( Household
Tip: Cut thom off beforec biting them; they are easier to get at that way. ) wondering
feverishly, 'Is hec going to do any mailing comments ? Is he going to mention ny
magazins ?' Don't think I can't sec you, 81tting therc on the edge of your chair,
in a very dither of anticipation, twisting your fingers in your hair and croaking,
"Where are his mailing comments ?' Begcause I can'i. If you really want to know,
I can see you lounging there, desp in an old armchair. sipping.d sour Bourbon, and
saying 'Sc what do I care ?' OCh, wecll,

As I may havo said - I intended to do mailing comments; oodles and oodles
of mailing comments. I intcnded to have this issue chonk Tull of mailing commentsg
there was hardly going to be anything elsc in these pages but mailing comments.( Of
course I would probably have cut the maggzine down to two pages, but you cen't have
it all ways, can you ?) But the sad fact is that due *o the lade arrival of the
meiling, T haven't had time to read a half of it yet, let alone write mailing




comment8., I have merely skimmed the surface of the majiling. This leaves sveral

alternatives:

1) T could just review the few, the pitifully few, magazines that I have read yet,
and leave all the others %o an undeserved oblivion. Somebody might easily take
umbrage at this and write to the President ( of FAPA or of the U.S and 4, you can
take your pick. There is nothing like catering for everybody) saying "Aren't
all men created cqual, huh? Aren't they? Huh? Well if all men are equal,
aren't all men's FsaPAzinos equal huh? airen't they? Huh? Well, if they are, is
it right that Joe Higgins FAPazine should get reviewsd by this rabid revolution~
ary ashworth, and not mine? Huh? Is it? Huh? That makes me and Joe Higgins
unequal doesn't it huh?. Doesn't 13? Huh? That's contrary to the basic laws of
nature, and what's more it's against the Constitution, isn't it huh? TIsn't it?
Huh? What is this Achworth trying to do, undermine the Constitution huh? Huh?"
I wouldn't want to undermine the Constitution.

2) I could review all th> magazines whether I have read them or not. I feel that
this suggestion, which, on the face of it, possesses great merits, may be found
on closer inspection to harbour certain minor deficiencies. ILike:

"HORIZCNS: This messily hectoed first FAPAzine from some new member in
Hagerstown isn't 5o het really, consisting mainly of pictures of busty
nude women, beatnilt poetry and spelling errors. Your trouble, sonny,
seems to be that yocu juct haven't cenough fan-publishing experience
behind you and also you arc being led astray through gallivanting off
too much with ths wilder members of that big club you have in Hagers-
town. I'm afraid this is going to rate pretty low in the FAPA poll."

No, 1 guess that way's outb.

3) I could not review any - sob - of the - burble - mailing - choke, gulp - at all.
(I don't want you to *hink that I had decided on this course all along and have
Just been putting cn a heart-scarching ac* for your benefit. ihat can I do to
convinee you ? Sicned: WORRIED LIAR. )

So that's it, I guess; no mailing reviews this time around; but I wanted
you to know I wanted to do some and if it hadn't been for a few minor hitches and
obstacles, like the Post Office ganging up on me, having no time %o read the mailing,
the Whole Universe DPeing against me, and so on, I would have done too.

Ls far as what I Lave read or glanced through goes, I want to snort with
glee at John Trimble's SHIPSIDE No. 2 (About this girl who complained to you that she
was 'too sexy'; what does 'too sexy' mean ? Is this another wild invention of you
Crazy Americans ? We h2v: no such thing as 'too sexy' over here. Alas.), Bill Danner's
ever~delightful STEFLNTASY, which was up to 98.4% as good as ever, PLEIADES PIMPLES
by some young fellow who seems to have broken into the pro market, which was worth
a whole decade of WRIT®RS AWD ARTISTS YEAR BOOKs, and Jean Linard's surrealistic
stories; not to mention many happy minutes (I had to be brief) spent with the results
of the FAPL poll. I realisc that all this is as nothing, and that I've still got
such goodies as BURBLINGS, KIEIN BOTTIE, BIEEN, IE MOINDRE, PHANTASY RESS,HORIZONS,
etc., otc.,cbe., to come, Arcn't I just the lucky little fellow ? 4nd I wouldn't
for the world miss out the two brilliant Rotslcr items, QUOTEBOOK and ROBIN HOOD,
which ¥ have glancad at and can’EardI&“ﬁait to settle down with ( and the latter item
brings to mind my four-ysar old nephew's definition of war:s "The soldiers kill each
other to maks the¢ pcople laugh". He is a genuine, Grade A philosopher, this boy;
during a lull in a coavercation on the subject of Women, he interjected thoughtfully,
through 2 mouthful of jolly, the one word: "Elephants!"™ He has an understanding
beyond his years).
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